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Throughout the Bible, God makes promises. And God 
does everything He promises to do. 

It is always good to keep our promises, especially 
when the promise involves giving something valuable. 
None of us had to learn the joy of receiving, but almost 
everyone has had to learn the joy of giving. 

 “Give Mom a kiss goodbye.” “Give me your bottle.” 
“Give Grandpa a big smile.” You introduce the word and 
the concept of giving from the very beginning of your 
child’s life. Teaching him how to give takes time and 
intention. What are some techniques parents can use when 
teaching on this seemingly simple subject?

Use God’s Word. Begin a study of the word “give” 
with your child. Read Bible verses that mention giving 
(James 1:5; Luke 6:38; Matthew 10:8; 2 Corinthians 9:7 
and others). Study each verse together. Talk about what 
the words mean. Memorize together the verse or parts of 
it. Draw or cut out pictures to illustrate the verse. Read or 
tell about people in the Bible who gave something costly 
(Samuel’s mother, Boaz and Ruth, Abraham’s servant, the 
wise men, etc.).

Provide opportunities to give. Let your child help 
make cookies or a meal to give to a neighbor. Begin 
teaching your daughter to give an offering at church or 
Sunday school. Let your son help you choose his out-
grown clothes or toys to give to others. Use birthdays, 
Christmas and other holidays as times for your child to 
give as well as receive. Think together of ways to give 
that cost no money – a smile to a stranger, a song to God, 
a picture to someone far away, quiet to a sleeping baby, 
food to a hungry pet, a listening ear and kind word to 
a hurting friend, a phone call to Grandma, a “welcome 
home” hug to sister, a memorized verse to Dad.

Model giving. Parents are role models. Your giving, 
like your child’s, includes the intangibles, as well as mate-
rial things. You give time, attention, love, biblical truth 
and wisdom, assistance, encouragement and a listening 
ear. Your child imitates most of what you do, so it is wise 
to thoughtfully consider your giving. Do you give gener-

ously, cheerfully, freely, at the proper time and without 
finding fault? Using the same Scriptures that you and your 
child studied, evaluate what your child is observing and 
learning from your giving. Ask God to make you be a 
godly role model.

Talk about giving. Allow your child to tell other 
family members what God’s Word says about giving –  
“God says He loves a cheerful giver.” Discuss with 
your children the present to be given to Grandpa for his 
birthday. Talk about how Dad is going to give his time to 
help a neighbor fix a fence. Decide together how to give 
encouragement to someone who is far away, lonely or sad. 
Discuss occasions giving was fun, special or hard. Talk 
about how to give gifts that are more meaningful. Pray 
together about ways to give the gospel of Christ to others.

Commend appropriate giving. Behavior is always 
reinforced by the reactions of others. When your child 
gives generously, unselfishly or cheerfully, call attention 
to their attitude. “Michael, it was good to see how happily 
you gave Tyler a piece of the play dough.” “Hannah, it 
was great to see you listen to Emma’s disappointment and 
pray with her. You are a good friend!” Praise spontaneous 
acts of giving. When your child’s giving is done grudg-
ingly or reluctantly, be careful not to call attention to his 
behavior in such a way as to embarrass him. Realize your 
child is learning how to give and that sometimes it is very 
hard, especially with the right attitude. Later, when alone 
with your child, express your disappointment and direct 
his thinking toward what he has previously learned about 
the way God wants us to give.

Giving can become a pattern of life for your child. 
When done with joy, giving will bring pleasure to all 
involved. Do not despair when there are setbacks. Realize 
generosity will be a gradual but absolutely possible trans-
formation. Learning to give with the right attitude will 
prepare your child to more fully appreciate the greatness 
of the gift God has so freely and gladly given to the world 
in His Son Jesus Christ and will cause your child to want 
to receive this most wonderful gift of salvation!
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